Capital’s 11 Effluent Plants
In Dire Need Of Treatment

NEERI Conducting A Survey To Understand Requirements

#timesofindia.com

New Delhi: More than 23,000
industries operating in 17 in-
dustrial areas are covered by
13 common offluent treat-
ment plants (CETPs) in Del-
hi. While two CETPs in Nare-
In and Bawana were upgra
ded in 2024, the remaining 11
are operating close to their
assumed lifespan of 20 years,
the Confederation of Delhi
Industries and CETP Societt-
es hos flagged, pointing to
thelr ageing civil infrastruc.
fure, worn-out mechanical
and eclectrical equipment,
outdated treatment schemes
and underutilisation.

ACETP Isacentralised [a-
cility designed to treat efflu-
ents released from multiple
industrial units. The treated
water by CETPs should meet
the prescribed standard of
Dethi Poliwtion Control Com-
mittee (DPCC) for parame-
ters, including pH. biological
oxygen demand, chemical
oxygen demand and ammoni-
acal nitrogen. Most CETPs
are unable to meet the prese-
ribed water quality stan.
dards, the confederation has
claimed, saying that waste.
water entering CETPs now
contains a higher proportion
of domestic sewage and con-
veyanece systems have not be-
en desiited for years.

Delhi environment
minister Manjinder Singh
Sirsa said the National Envi-
ronmental Engineering
Research Institute (NEERID)
is conducting a survey to un-
derstand the upgradation re-
quirements of these U
CETPs. “It will start submit.
ting reports from next
month, after which we will ta-
ke action accordingly ™

Anofficial sajd the survey
will focus on what isreaching
the CETPs and what Is being
treated, considering the in-
dustrial area and other fac.
tors. “Once the survey is con-
ducted, we can plan the up-
gradation,” he added.

In a recent letter to chief
minister Rekha Gupta, the
Confederation of Delhi Indu.
stries and CETP Societies
highlighted the need for tech-
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nological upgradation of the
11 CETPs, which were set up
between 2001 and 2010 to treat
wastewater emanating from
occuplers within the indust-
rialarea.

“The CETPs’ total cumu-
lativecapacity is212MLD and
inflow is about 30 MLD, mea-
ning it is nbout 38% of the de-
sign capacity, as the CETPs
wore overdesigned against
the low available flow. The
proscribed  offluent  stan-
dards have become stricter,
and the influent characteris-
tics have shifted towards a
mix dominated by domestic
sewage alongside industrial
wastewater, which was not
the original design basis of
the CETPs. Accordingiy, tech.
nological upgradation is ne-
cessary to reliably meet the
current discharge norms, ac-
commodate the changed was-
tewater characteristics, In-
cluding the higher domestic
sewage contribution, and en-
sure long-term operational
sustainability,” said the con-
federation.

Anil Gupta, board mem.
ber, CPCB and DPCC, and
chairman, Jhilmil CETP So-
ciety, said illegal inflow of do-
mestic sewage from JJ clus-
ters and nearby residential
aress into the CETP convey-
ance systems, along with
change in land use and activi-
ty from industrial units to
banquets, restaurants and
service stations, has altered
the influent characteristics,

“It has increased bioche
mical oxygen demand (BOD)
loids beyond design parame-
ters of CETPs, creating ope-
rational difficulties. Hetero-
geneous industrial wastewa:
ter poses uniform treatment
challenges in CETPs. Bes)

des, DPCC's pollution norms
are more stringent than the

pan-India standards. Even
NEERI-upgraded facilities at
Bawana and Narela fail 1o
consistently meet them de-
spite advanced technologi-
es,” sald Gupta

SKTandon. general secre
tary, Confederation of Delhi
Industries and CETP Societi-

es, sald the CETP drainage
system urgently requires de-
silting to increase inflow to
CETPs. “The system hasn't
been desllted or maintained
for years. Consequently, sep-
tie, anaeroble conditions ha-
ve prevailed in the closed con-
veyance system,” he said

According to experts, up-
gradation of CETPs Is cruci-
al. Bhim Singh Rawat, associ-
ate coordinator, South Asia
Network on Dams, Riversand
People, suid the timeline for
upgradation isbeingdelayed,

“Most CETPs are unable
totreat heavy metalsreleased
from some industries. For in.
stance, ilegal dyeing units
are present across the city
which are not connected to
CETPs and end up releasing
harmful effluents intodrains
that meet the Yamuna. Such
polluting industries should
be shited. Besides, the policy
of zero liquid discharge was
introducex In 2019 to treat
and recycle the water, but it
has not been implemented
yer," he said



