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LOKMAT & TIMES

NEERI scientist Dr Dhyani
on global biodiversity panel

LokMAT NEws NETWORK
NAGPUR

In a significant recognition
for India’s scientific com-
munity, Dr Shalini Dhyani
of CSIR-National Environ-
mental Engineering Research
Institute (NEERI) has been
elected as a member of the
multidisciplinary expert
panel of the Intergovernmen-
tal Science-Policy Platform
on Biodiversity and Ecosys-
tem Services (IPBES).

Dr Dhyani, Scientist-E and
head of the Centre for Eco-
logical Systems and Resil-
ience Design at NEERI, was
elected during the 12th ses-
sion of the IPBES plenary
held in Manchester, United
Kingdom, from February 3
to 8, 2026.

She will serve a three-year
term from 2026 to 2029. Her
election marks a milestone
as she becomes the first In-
dian woman to be chosen for
the prestigious panel. Estab-
lished in 2012, IPBES is a
global body of nearly 150 gov-
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ernments
that pro-
vides sci-
entific as-
sess-
ments on
biodiver-
sity and
ecosys-
] tems,
) similar to
the role
of the In-
tergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) in
climate science. The panel
comprises 25 leading experts
who guide the scientific and
technical work of the plat-
form.

Dr Dhyani has been asso-
ciated with IPBES for more
than a decade. She served as
lead author for the Asia-Pac-
ific Regional Assessment
(2015-2018) and the Thematic
Assessment on Sustainable
Use of Wild Species (2018-
2022). In 2025, she was also
selected as Coordinating
L.ead Author for the IPBES
Global Assessment II.
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