Neeri chosen as Collaborating
Centre of Excellence by ICMR
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Nagpur: In a significant re-
cognition of its contribu-
tions to public health, envi-
ronmental epidemiology, and
pandemic preparedness, the
Environmental Epidemiolo-
gy and Pandemic Manage-
ment(EE&PM)Laboratory at
CSIR-National Environmen-
tal Engineering Research In-
stitute (CSIR-Neeri, Nagpur),
led by Dr Krishna Khairnar,
has been designated as an
ICMR Collaborating Centre
of Excellence (ICMR-CCoE).
The recognition is effective
from December 2025, follo-
wing a competitive national
selection process.

The ICMR-CCoE status is
conferred on select institu-
tions demonstrating sustai-
ned excellence in research,
translational outcomes, and
capacity building aligned
with national health prioriti-
es. Dr Khairnar’s lab was
amongonly a handful of cent-
res selected across the count-
ry, underscoring CSIR-Nee-
ri's growing role in advan-
cing interdisciplinary health
and environmental research.

The latest recognition
further strengthens the labo-
ratory’'s international stan-
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ding. Since 2024, the EE&PM
lab has also been functioning
as a World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) Collaborating
Centre and Reference Labo-
ratory for CoViNet, the global
WHO network for coronavi-
rus surveillance and respon-
se. In thisrole, the laboratory
contributes to global patho-
gen surveillance, data gene-
ration, and scientific inputs
critical for pandemic prepa-
redness and response.

Dr Khairnar noted that
thedual recognition by ICMR
and WHO reflects the collecti-
ve efforts of the research te-

am and institutional support
at CSIR-Neeri. He emphasi-
sed that the Centre of Excel-
lence will focus on strengthe-
ning evidence-based inter-
ventions at the interface of
environment, infectiousdise-
ases, and public health, while
also supporting national and
international collaborations.

The ICMR-CCoE designa-
tion is expected to enhance
advanced research, training
of young scientists, and poli-
cy-relevant outputs, contri-
buting to India’s prepared-
ness for future health emer-
gencies.
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