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LOKMAT 2 TIMES

India moves towards DME as
Gulf conflict fuels energy crisis

CSIR clears first phase of Dimethyl Ether production project

Recommendation to include
Vidarbha in ‘Smart Village’ project

m Dr Kalaiselvi also provided information about the ambitious
‘Smart Village’ project being implemented by CSIR. Currently,
Pali in Rajasthan and Kusumpur in Odisha are being developed
as smart villages. These villages will have comprehensive
management of solid waste and water pollution, healthy soil
systems, quality education, safe drinking water, and smart
transport facilities. Houses in these villages will be resilient
enough to withstand disasters like earthquakes.

B These villages will incorporate a complete package of 28 types
of technologies. The plan is to develop such villages across five
zones of the country, and five villages have already been
selected. Vidarbha is not currently on the list, but she assured
that she would recommend the selection of a village from this

NisHANT WANKHEDE
LOKMAT NEWS NETWORK/NAGPUR

ith the Gulf con-

flict throwing

India’s fuel secu-

rity into sharp
focus, the country's scien-
tific establishment is step-
ping up with a homegrown
answer. Scientists at the
Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR)
have made significant head-
way in the production of
Dimethyl Ether or DME, a
cleaner and promising alter-
native to LPG.

The government has for-
mally approved a DME pro-
duction project, and in its
first phase, the initiative is
expected to substitute approx-
imately 8% of India's current
LPG imports, CSIR Director
General Dr. Kalaiselvi told
reporters in Nagpur.

Dr Kalaiselvi was speaking
to the media during the foun-
dation day event of the Na-
tional Environmental Engi-
neering Research Institute
(NEERI), which functions
under the Council of Scien-
tific and Industrial Research
(CSIR). India imports petro-
leum and LPG in large quan-

DG CSIR, Dr N Kalaiselvi,
addressing 68th Foundation
Day of CSIR-NEERI on
Wednesday.

tities. Due to the war in the
Gulf region, a fuel shortage
situation has arisen. In such
circumstances, DME, due to
its similar properties, can
serve as an excellent alter-
native to LPG.

Researchers at CSIR insti-
tutes in Pune and Dehradun
have made significant pro-
gress in DME production. Ac-
cording to Dr Kalaiselvi,
scientists have already pro-
duced 250 kilograms of DME
in the laboratory. Now, the
government has approved a

Nagpur First

region to the project authorities.

large-scale production project
with a sanctioned budget of
Rs.76 crore.

This project will produce
2.5 tons annually. She stated
that meeting 100% of the
country’s demand may not
be possible, but producing
8% of imports is achievable.

She further claimed that
this production could be in-
creased up to 20% in the fu-
ture.

CSIR has 37 laboratories
across the country working
to ensure the health of hu-
mans, plants, animals, and
soil. She also shared plans to
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establish a central laboratory
dedicated to Al-based re-
search across all scientific
fields in the future. She
praised NEERI's work during
the COVID period in safe-
guarding human health, as
well as its bamboo project
near the Khaparkheda power
plant. She expressed con-
fidence that 20 southern coun-
tries will collaborate to ad-
dress water-related issues,
with NEERI serving as the
central laboratory. She also
mentioned that India’s
lithium project is currently
in its initial stage.
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